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GEN. JOHN I. RINAKER 



John I. Rinaker was born in Baltimore, Maryland, Nov. 18, 
1830. When he was only two years old both of his parents died 
of cholera which in 1832 swept oyer this country. 

In 1837 he came to Sangamon county Illinois and when he 
was nine years old he was thrown on his own resources. 

In 1840 he went to Morgan County and worked on a farm, 
attending country schools whenever the opportunity presented. 
When he was nineteen years of age he attended Illinois College, 
having previously earned the money for board and tuition by 
labor on a farm. After he entered College, he taught school 
from time to time to earn money to continue his education. 

In 1850 he entered McKendree College, and graduated from 
that institution in 1851. In 1852 he went to Carlinville, 111., 
and made his home there for the remainder of his long life. 

He studied law at Carlinville in the office of Gen. John M. 
Palmer and was admitted to the bar in 1854. On October 16, 
1855 he married Miss Clarissa Keplinger of Franklin, Morgan 
County, Illinois. She and her four sons survive him. 

In the second year of the Civil War, 1862, he raised a 
regiment of men, which was organized in August of that year 
at Camp Palmer, Carlinville, and was known as the 122 Regi- 
ment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry. 

He was made Colonel of this regiment, and the regiment 
was mustered into the service of the United States, September 
4, 1862, and was ordered to report for duty at Columbus, Ken- 
tucky, and from there was sent to Trenton, Tennessee. 

In December, 1862, the regiment with other troops moved! 
to Jackson to defend that place against the Confederate forces 
under General Forrest. 

The command marched in pursuit of the enemy to Lexington, 
Tenn., after which it returned to Jackson. On the 27th of 
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December the command went again in pursuit of Forrest who 
had attacked Trenton and captured about sixty men of the 
122 Illinois Regiment. 

At Parker's cross-roads they met the enemy and a fight 
ensued in which this regiment in connection with other troops 
drove the enemy from the grounds taking seven pieces of art- 
illery and five hundred prisoners. 

In this engagement Colonel Rinaker was severely wounded. 
The command to which the regiment belonged moved in Febru- 
ary 1863 to Corinth and from that time to the close of the war 
it constituted a part of the army of the Tennessee, and formed 
a part of the Sixteenth army corps. 

In January, 1864, the regiment was stationed at Paducah 
and Cairo. Colonel Rinaker was assigned to the command of 
the post at Cairo, and remained there until June 1864, when he 
was ordered to Memphis with his regiment and thence to La 
Grange where they joined the forces under Gen. A. J. Smith 
who was then in command of two divisions of the Sixteenth 
Armp corps. 

Colonel Rinaker commanded his regiment in the battle of 
Tupelo, Miss., July 14, 1834. 

His regiment held the most advanced and exposed part of 
the Federal line, and held it successfully under repeated at- 
tacks of the Confederate forces under Generals S. D. Lee and 
N. B. Forrest. The Confederates were utterly defeated at 
Tupelo. 

After this battle, in the fall of 1864, he went with his regi- 
ment to Missouri and took part in the campaign against 
Priced command. After the close of the Missouri campaign 
the command returned to St. Louis and thence to Nashville, 
Tenn., where they arrived November 24, 1864. They were 
still a part of General Smith's command and of the army of 
the Tennessee. 

In December they assisted in the defeat of the Confederate 
forces under Gen. Hood, whom they followed to Eastport, Miss. 

In February Colonel Rinaker was placed in command of the 
first brigade, second division of the Sixteenth Army Corps, 
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and with his brigade went to New Orleans and then took part 
in the campaign against Mobile. 

In April 1865 his command was a part of the forces that 
stormed the works at Fort Blakely, and General Binaker bore 
a conspicuous part in making the assault, and for gallant and 
meritorious service he was recommended for and received 
promotion. 

The 122 regiment was mustered out of the service at Spring- 
field, LI., August 4, 1865. 

General Einaker was promoted and breveted brigadier gen- 
eral, the appointment dating from March 13, 1865. 

After the war closed he returned to Carlinville and resumed 
the practice of law, to which he devoted himself most assid- 
duously the remainder of his life. 

In his youth, General Binaker was a democrat in politics, 
but when the stirring days of the Anti-Nebraska struggle came 
on he joined the newly organized Bepublican party to which 
he afterwards adhered. 

General Binaker twice served as presidental elector, 1872 
and 1876, the latter year for the state at large. He was the 
candidate of his party for Congress in 1874 but was de- 
feated. On account of his personal popularity, he ran 750 votes 
ahead of his party in Macoupin his home county although his 
opponent was Col. William B. Morrison. 

He was several times prominently mentioned as the can- 
didate of his party for governor of the State, but he invariably 
yielded his claims in favor of friends, also candidates, before 
the nominating convention. 

In 1894 he was again a candidate for Congress and although 
his opponent was, after a contest in Congress, awarded the 
certificate of election by a majority of but sixty votes, this was 
not decided until near the close of the term, during which 
General Einaker had occupied the seat of Congressman at 
Washington. 

He was a reserved and modest man, but once having given 
his friendship he was a most devoted friend, and he was for 
years the foremost citizen of the little city of Carlinville whose 
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people seemed to turn to him for counsel on all questions, and 
his relations with his neighbors were almost of a paternal 
character. 

He and his devoted wife lived together in the tenderest of 
relations for nearly sixty years.. 

General Rinaker died at Eustis, Florida, January 15, 1915, 
where he and Mrs. Rinaker had gone but a few days before to 
spend the winter months, as had been for some years their 
custom. 

His remains were brought home to Carlinville for burial. 
The funeral was held from the Methodist Episcopal Church 
of which General Rinaker and his family were members. 

The funeral occurred Tuesday afternoon, January 19, and 
Carlinville spent the greater part of the day paying final 
tribute to its foremost citizen. By proclamation Mayor R. A. 
Hankins suspended all business in the city during the after- 
noon in honor of the dead man. Blackburn College closed its 
doors during the day and the students attended the funeral 
service en masse. 

The obsequies were participated in by prominent men from 
many parts of the state as well as many lodges and organiz- 
ations. In every respect the services were the most elaborate 
held in Carlinville for years. 

St. Omer's Commandery Knights Templar in full dress uni- 
form acted as escort of the body. Early in the afternoon the 
remains were conveyed from the family residence to the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church where services were held at 2:30 o'- 
clock. Rev. R. Y. Williams, pastor of the church, officiated, 
assisted by Rev. A. H. Rhodes. 

The services were opened by Rev. Mr. Rhodes, who delivered 
a prayer. Rev. Mr. Williams gave a biographical sketch of the 
decedent's life and chose for the text of his sermon, "Know 
ye not that there is a prince and a great man fallen this day in 
Israel." 

The sermon was very impressive and Rev. Williams referred 
touchingly to the life of General Rinaker, dwelling on his 
career and how his wonderful character had at all times as- 
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serted itself, gaining for him the honor, love and esteem of his 
fellow men. Mr. Williams also spoke of the decedent's polit- 
ical aspirations and of how his ideals had withheld him from 
many prominent positions. 

General Binaker's career forms a typical American life 
history. A poor boy, who by his own unaided efforts rose 
to the highest position of American citizenship, in both civil 
and military capacities. 

One of the most touching parts of the service was the sing- 
ing of ' ' America ' ' by a special choir. Of all selections of music 
this piece was General Binaker's favorite, a fact which was 
well known to his friends. The choir also sang, " There is a 
Wideness in God's Mercy." Mrs. William M. Hudson, wife 
of President Hudson of Blackburn College, sang impressively 
"Make Me Pure." 

At the conclusion of the services the remains were placed 
at the west entrance of the church and the throng of mourn- 
ing friends passed the bier at this place to view the remains 
for the last time. 

From the church the remains were escorted to the cemetery 
by numerous organizations of which General Einaker was a 
member. Captain George Castle was the marshal of the day 
and besides the Knights Templar were Dan Messick post G. A. 
E., the local organization of the Odd Fellows, students of Black 
burn College, members of the State bar and the local lodge 
of Masons. 

The Masons had charge of the services at the grave. Inter- 
ment was made in the family burying ground in the city ceme- 
tery. 

The following were active pall bearers : C. T. Woodward 
C. J. Lumpkin, J. B. Searcy, W. H. Behrens, J. M. Barcus 
and George Jordan. 

Honorary pall bearers were : Senator C. A. Walker, Judge 
F. W. Burton, W. E. P. Anderson, W. F. Burgdoff, A. L. Hob- 
lit, Dr. J. A. Conley, Mayor E. A. Hankins and Don A. Burke. 



